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Protected Islands Become Refuge
Seven Washington County islands -- totalling some 1,500 
acres -  were protected earlier this summer through a gift and a 
cooperative effort of TNC and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser­
vice. The group, which includes 90% of Cross Island and all of 
Scotch Island, also includes Inner and Outer Double Head 
Shot Islands, Mink Island, Minklet and Old Man Island. All 
are within the town of Cutler.
The island archipelago was the gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas D. Cabot of Weston, Massachusetts.
Thomas Cabot is the Chairman emeritus of the Cabot 
Corporation Board of Directors, as well as a co-founder of the 
Maine Coast Heritage Trust. Cabot has long been active in con­
servation and philanthropy both in Maine and throughout the 
United States. The Cabots acquired this island archipelago in 
1943.
The Nature Conservancy acquired the Islands in June, 
and transfer to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was made 
in conjunction with the Maine Chapter’s Annual Meeting,
July 12, in Camden. The deed was transferred by TNC’s 
President, William Blair, Jr., to the USFWS Deputy Director, 
William Ashe. These important bird nesting islands have be­
come the Cross Island National Wildlife Refuge, administered 
by the Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge. Before trans­
fer, TNC added restrictions to the deeds to further protect 
the wildlife populations.
One of the reasons for TNC involvement in the Cross
Island gift is that as a continuing legal entity, TNC has the 
ability to impose conservation restrictions within the deed 
and enforce them in future years. If these same restrictions 
were imposed by the donor, they would be unenforceable be­
yond his or her lifetime. By its involvement, TNC is also ac­
cepting an obligation to monitor these islands in the future.
While this may be unnecessary, no one can be certain of what 
future Congresses may direct the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser­
vice to do or even if it will exist at all in 50 years.
Except for some timbering on Cross Island, these Islands 
have been undisturbed since the turn of the century.
Among other things, this 1,500-acre island group con­
tains a number of potential eagle nesting sites, as well as 
several eagle roosting and feeding areas.
The largest island of the group, Cross Island, at 1,450 
acres, supports a small black bear population. This is one of 
the few, if not the only, coastal islands in the eastern United 
States to support such wildlife. Large crosses painted on its 
rocky shore have served as warnings to approaching ships, 
hence its name.
Old Man Island, at 6 acres, is one of the most important 
islands of the group. It contains 40 percent of the American 
population of razorbill auks. The razorbill is unusual in that 
it lays only a single egg each year. Rather than build a nest, it 
lays the egg on bare ledge or open ground. Thus, a protected 
area for egg production is absolutely critical. (Continued on p. 2)
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(‘Islands’ — continued from p. 1)
Old Man Island is also a major eider nesting island. Al­
though many people are not aware of it. the common eider 
was nearly wiped out in Maine by the turn of the century.
In 1907, Old Man Island contained the only reported 
breeding colony of eiders along tire entire Maine coast.
During that period, eiders came under heavy pressure 
from egg collectors and spring hunters.
This island also contains the eighth largest black guille­
mot nesting colony in the eastern United States.
The cliffs of Inner Double Head Shot Island (8 acres) 
are known to contain a rare plant known as the roseroot 
stonecrop. The roseroot stonecrop is included in the Maine 
listing of rare and endangered vascular plants. This species 
is occasionally found on Maine’s sea cliffs because of the 
Arctic-like growing conditions of the cool maritime climate. 
Inner Double Head Shot also supports a pair of nesting osprey.
Mink and Scotch Islands (10 acres each) are both con­
sidered to be potential eagle nesting sites because of the 
suitable habitat they contain and the past experience of eagles 
in the area. Minklet Island (one acre)is a small island con­
taining a nesting eider population.
Approximately 150 acres of Cross Island were not con­
veyed, as this land was given to the Hurricane Island Outward 
Bound School for their use several years ago.
The gift from the Cabots is very exciting, not only for 
the importance to the wildlife on the individual islands, but 
that an entire archipelago is now protected.
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MEMORIAL GIFTS
Gifts have been received by the Maine Chapter in 
memory of:
*Charles P. Bradford 
* Richard A. Mitchell
A TOWN FOREST 
FOR WARREN
Meadow Mountain in Warren has for several years been 
partially under tire ownership of The Nature Conservancy. 
Through the efforts of a local resident, Edmund Livingston, 
parcels on the Mountain were acquired and turned over to 
The Nature Conservancy. At the time of his death, 5 lots, 
totalling about 300 acres, were being held by The Nature 
Conservancy.
Meadow Mountain was not an ordinary Preserve, how­
ever, because Mr. Livingston had a dream. He felt there 
should be available to local citizens an area where they could 
learn about small woodlot management, and he wanted Mea­
dow Mountain to be just that. In retrospect. Mr. Livingston 
was veiy far-sighted. Today’s increased emphasis on wood as 
a fuel has meant more and more people are looking to their 
woodlots as a source of supply.
For some time, TNC searched for the appropriate solu­
tion to Mr. Livingston’s dream. A number of alternatives 
were explored. In the meantime, of course, through TNC 
ownership, the land was preserved.
None of the alternatives worked out until in June resi­
dents of the town of Warren voted to accept the parcels as a 
Town Forest. The town also set up a committee to be responsi­
ble for the management of the land, headed by a forester.
Their first task will be to draw up a management plan for the 
Preserve.
In addition, the town will actually expand the acreage 
by picking up two additional parcels which are adjacent to the 
TNC land and are available to them for non-payment of taxes.
It is regrettable that Mr. Livingston did not live to see the 
final resolution of the land, but the important thing is that it 
is finally occurring and that it will be available to the residents 
of Warren and managed as the Town Forest.
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£ 5  After 10 years of active discussion and negotiation, the 
Chapter has recently reached agreement to purchase Placentia 
Island at a price of under 30 percent of its fair market value. 
The 500-acre Island is owned by a wise and gentle couple who 
have lived there year round since 1949. Now in their 70’s, 
they share the Conservancy’s desire to keep the Island as it is 
forever. With this in mind, they have agreed to sell the Island 
at a modest price, while keeping lifetime use of the land. This 
agreement will allow them full private use of the Island for the 
rest of their days.
This agreement is conditioned upon our ability to quick­
ly reach our SI90,000 fund-raising goal. This is the minimum 
amount necessary to pay for the cost of an annuity, property
taxes, and minimal management expenses for the future.
We are fortunate to report that a major foundation is 
seriously considering a matching grant of up to $100,000 for 
Maine islands, contingent on the response to our Placentia Is­
land fund-raising campaign. Showing an unusual degree of 
sophistication, the foundation trustees are talking about giving 
their money for other islands farther from the population cen­
ters. Thus, a contribution for Placentia will have a doubling 
effect. First, it will protect Placentia; and, secondly, it will 
protect other islands now only in the talking stages due to 
lack of funds.
Why Placentia? Placentia is a virtually undeveloped 500- 
acre Island with great charm, an interesting history (it was 
once the Tremont Poor Farm), and, most importantly, a rec­
ord of up to three active bald eagle nesting sites dating back 
to at least 1920. Although eagles are not currently nesting, 
they continue to actively use the thickly-wooded Island as a 
roosting and feeding area. Given eagle habits and nesting de­
mands, it is very likely that they will return in the future to 
nest and raise the young.
It is because of this that Placentia Island is the Chapter’s 
top fund-raising project for 1980. If we are to protect these 
500 acres, we must raise $190,000 within the next 30 days. 
Anyone who is interested in helping out should contact the 
Maine Chapter.
THE ANNUAL MEETING
Sally Rooney  
E lected
Sally Rooney of Houlton became the new Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of the Maine Chapter at the Annual 
Meeting, July 12th. She takes over from David Wakelin of 
Portland, who was elected to the Board as a Trustee. Mrs. 
Rooney, familiar to many as the able Co-Chairman of the 
Crystal Bog Stewardship Committee, is a biologist by train­
ing. Until the college closed, she was a professor at Ricker 
College in Houlton, and since then has done contract work 
for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Maine Critical 
Areas Program, as well as conducting a water testing program 
at Crystal Bog, and marking the boundaries of this 4,000- 
acre Preserve.
Also elected at the Meeting was C. Edwin Meadows as 
Vice Chairman. Ed Meadows, who resides in Bangor, is En­
vironmental Coordinator for the Seven Islands Land Com­
pany. Attorney Edward T. Richardson, Jr., of South Portland 
was re-elected as Secretary, as was Dana A. Little of Brunswick 
as Treasurer. He is an economic planner with the State Plan­
ning Office.
Elected as Trustees to serve on the Board were David S. 
Wakelin of Portland, James Perry of Camden, Dr. Robert M. 
Chute of Durham, Dr. William B. (Tony ) Owens, Jr., of Cape 
Elizabeth, Peter Corcoran of Orono, Ellen Wells of Crawford, 
Kilborn (Peter) Coe, Jr. of Walpole and Neil Welliver of 
Lincolnville.
The Maine Chapter was fortunate to have as their man 
speaker newly-elected President of The Nature Conservancy, 
William D. Blair, Jr. He gave a dynamic speech indicating that 
although he anticipated no major changes in direction for the 
organization under his leadership, the Conservancy must 
try to be even more effective in what it has been doing.
“As our responsibility grows, so must our efforts.”
NEW TNC PRESIDENT William D. Blair, Jr., transferring Ap­
palachian Trail gift from International Paper to State in June.
L to R: R. Barringer, Commissioner Dept, o f Conservation;
Wm. Blair, Jr.; .1. Stevens, Vice President. International Paper 
Co.; and Gov. ,/. Brennan. (See July NEWS)
President Blair then paid tribute to the work Charles 
Bradford had done for the Conservancy in 24 years of dedi­
cated service. He complimented the officers and Trustees, old 
and new, and called Maine the “Flagship” Chapter of the Con­
servancy, noting that it was the fourth Chapter to be organized. 
24 years ago. Finally he remarked on the high quality of the 
Preserves that, in number, constituted almost 10 percent of 
the total number in the United States.
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Help U s Keep This Land In Its 
N atural State. Please Stay un  ^
AAarked Tra i Is And Build No Fi re s. 
Douglas AtountainStewardshipComm.
In recognition of the outstanding volunteer services to 
The Nature Conservancy, the Maine Chapter’s Stewardship 
Director, Minie Lannon, presented a special Stewardship 
Award to Fred Tupper at the Annual Meeting in Camden. 
Fred Tupper has made a series of hand-routed wooden signs 
for a number of tire Preserves. These signs now are located 
at Fernald’s Neck, the Salt Pond, Sheep Island, and Douglas 
Mountain. Each sign represents hours of time and effort and 
is a major contribution to the Chapter’s management of its 
Preserves. Since the Annual Meeting, another sign has ap­
peared -  for the Ketterlinus Preserve. We thank you!
Trustees Meet
The First meeting of the new Board of Trustees took 
place August 13 at the Musquash Pond Preserve in Jefferson. 
Board members came early for a walk around part of the Pre­
serve led by Preserve Committee Co-Chairman Dr. Robert 
Wise. After a cookout, there was a brief Board Meeting at 
which two future gifts of land were recommended for ac­
ceptance. As some details still remain to be worked out, full 
announcement cannot be made just yet. Most of all, the in­
formal meeting provided the opportunity for Board members 
to get to know one another a bit better.
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For several years now the Douglas Mountain Preserve 
has had the assistance during the summer months of a student 
caretaker. More than 2,000 visitors come to the Preserve each 
summer alone, hence the need for such a person. This student 
keeps an eye on the Mountain, maintains trails and talks with 
visitors about the Preserve and The Nature Conservancy. The 
student has come to TNC through the Student Conservation NEWS
Housing for this student has in the past been with local 
residents. The Preserve Committee felt it was time to seek a 
long-term solution and have decided to locate a glorified 
“tent platform-shelter” on the property. Such a structure 
would not be elaborate, but merely something to keep the 
bugs and rain away from the caretaker.
There are many details to work out, but one of the 
first is to see if there is enough local support to assist with 
such a project. The Committee, therefore, has set about 
to raise a $ 1,000 fund which can be used to provide the
materials for such a building. Labor to build it would be 
provided by an area vocational school. A letter has gone out to 
out to residents of the area describing the project and 
asking for assistance.
Douglas Mountain is well known to people in the area. 
The registry at the entrance to the preserve often contains 
comments such as “have been coming here for years” or 
“came here as a child and wanted to bring my children” . The 
view from the summit, gained after a short 15 minute walk, 
is one of the most panoramic in the region. The White Moun­
tains of New Hampshire and Sebago Lake are just some of 
the sites the visitor can see. The clearer the day, the 
farther the view.
It is hoped that many from the community and those 
from away who have enjoyed the Preserve will contribute 
to this effort. The caretaker program has proved quite suc­
cessful, and this means of providing a “home” for the care­
taker in the future should improve the ability of the care­
taker to watch over the Preserve.
If there are members who have enjoyed Douglas Moun­
tain, the Committee would welcome hearing from you too! 
Contributions should be sent to: Kathy Hoglund, Co-Chairman, 
Douglas Mountain, P.O., East Baldwin, Maine 04024.
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Over the last 30 years the Conservancy has become well 
known for its acquisition of natural areas. For many years the 
initial acquisition of an area had been looked upon as synony­
mous with its protection. As the organization become involved 
in increasingly difficult and ecologically fragile projects, our 
Preserve portfolio grew and our long-term stewardship obliga­
tions became major philosophical and financial commitments.
The Conservancy now owns more land than any other 
private conservation organization in the world; at the same 
time there has been no real consensus as to what role The Na­
ture Conservancy should play in the ownership of these natu­
ral areas.
As the Conservancy enters its fourth decade of conser­
vation activity, a major study has been undertaken to assess 
our current program and lay the foundations for our future. 
The study will be coordinated by Walt Mafia, Assistant Di­
rector of Stewardship, and will involve the Conservancy’s 
members and staff at all levels of the organization.
□  YES, I want to preserve Maine’s unique Natural Heritage.
□  Please enroll me as a member of The Nature Conservancy.
□  $10 Subscribing □  $100 ACORN
□  $15 Family □  $1,000 Life
Enclosed is my extra contribution of _________________
N am e____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City__________________________________  ZIP_______
C lip and m a il to : The Nature Conservancy
20 Federal St., Brunswick, Maine 04011
The study will concentrate on evaluating the adequacy 
and efficiency of the Conservancy’s biologic management. 
Such questions as “Are the Preserve’s target elements sustain­
ing themselves under our program?” and “What are our pro­
grams costing us?” will be addressed. A representative sample 
of seventy or so Preserves, varying in size, ecologic rating, and 
management strategy (volunteer vs. staffed), will be studied 
and each Preserve’s master plan objectives and management 
costs will be examined.
Using the information gathered in the sample, we hope 
to better predict our long-term financial needs for both indi­
vidual projects and programmatic goals. The cooperation of 
staff, chapter and Preserve Committee members responsible 
for the sampled Preserves will be of great importance. 
(Stewardship — September 1980)
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